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DO NOT FOLLOW THE MAJORITY TO SIN 
THE NATURE OF A PERSON IS TO BE PULLED BY THE THOUGHTS AND 

ACTIONS OF HIS FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES AND TO BEHAVE 

ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF THE PLACE WHERE HE RESIDES, 

THEREFORE A MAN MUST ASSOCIATE WITH TZADDIKIM AND SIT NEXT 

TO THE WISE SO HE CAN LEARN FROM THEIR ACTIONS. AND HE 

SHOULD DISTANCE HIMSELF FROM EVILDOERS THAT WALK IN 

DARKNESS SO THAT HE WILL NOT LEARN FROM THEIR ACTIONS. 

(Rambam, Hilchot Deot, chap. 6) 

 

There are desires that are very difficult to control unless one has been taught from childhood 

like for example refraining from looking at women. Therefore, must a man teach and educate his 

sons on the right path so when they grow old they will not abandon it 

 (Sefer Chassidim 10) 

 

Even when one has the need to talk to a woman, his eyes 
should look down and not look at her for any reason, 
because the life of a person depend on this, and this will be 
good for him in this world and in the World to Come. 

(Tochachot Chayim, R Chayim Palaggi, Vaetchanan) 

 
SO EVEN IF YOUR RABBI RIDICULES YOU FOR KEEPING THE SHULCHAN ARUCH 
YOU SHOULD BE STRONG AND GO AHEAD FOR IT MAY BE THAT YOUR RABBI 
BELONGS TO THE EREV RAV AND HE JUST DOES NOT WANT YOU TO KEEP THE 
TORAH AS IT SHOULD BE FOR MAYBE HE WOULD BE EXPOSED AS A FAKE IN THE 
EYES OF THE OTHER CONGREGANTS WHEN THEY SEE THAT A COMMON PERSON 
KEEPS THE SHULCHAN ARUCH TO A GREATER EXTENT THAN THE RABBI. AND 
WE ARE NOT TALKING ABOUT PIOUS PRACTICES BUT WE ARE TALKING HERE 
ABOUT KEEPING THE SHULCHAN ARUCH, SPECIFICALLY CONCERNING THOSE 
AREAS WHERE THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF OUR TIME ARE LAX ABOUT. FOR 
EXAMPLE, TALKING IN THE SYNAGOGUE IN THE MIDDLE OF PRAYERS, DURING 
THE KADDISH, GIVING TORAH LESSONS TO MEN AND WOMEN WITHOUT A 
MECHITZA, HAVING A DEFICIENT MECHITZA IN SHUL, LOOKING AT WOMEN 
WHICH IS SOMETHING FORBIDDEN, ETC  


